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New Supreme Court Justices
In the United States,  the justices of the supreme court play a critical role in ruling on matters of imperative public interest both in the perspective of social, legal, and economic facets. Their judicial philosophies on matters of criminal justice are evident in their ruling and the wings they support. Every ruling made by the justices sets precedent for the future; however, in most scenarios, the decision is not unanimous with the majority opinion being published highlighting the reason justices’ decision (Matt). Therefore, it is imperative to understand the structure of the Supreme Court with its nine justices. 
A justice makes a decision regarding a case based on how he/she defines his/her role as jurist. Some exhibit a philosophy of judicial activism with a need to protect rights and liberties of individuals from infringement by other government agencies. Others believe in restraint thereby deferring decisions to the elected government branches and sticking to the narrower elucidation of the Bill of Rights. Such justices rarely declare laws or actions as unconstitutional and never participate in expanding individual liberties. Currently, there are nine justices in the SCOTUS (Supreme Court of the United States) i.e. one chief justice and eight associate justices; John G. Roberts is the 17th Chief Justice of the U.S. The associate justices include Stephen G. Breyer, Brett M. Kavanaugh, Elena Kagan, Sonia Sotomayor, Neil M. Gorsuch, Samuel A. Alito, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Clarence Thomas (Matt).  Neil Gorsuch and Brett M. Kavanaugh are new additions nominated by the current president Donald Trump.
Justice Neil Gorsuch
Balance of the Court
The appointment of Neil Gorsuch would influence the balance of the court politically. He was the pick by President Donald Trump to fill the void left by the death of Antonin Scalia. In his confirmation, a simple majority of the votes rather than the conventional threshold of 60 ended the bruising battle after the majority leader of the upper chamber Mitch McConnell summoned the nuclear option thereby allowing the Republicans to win the debate. For over a decade, SCOTUS has been  divided between for four liberal justices, four conservative justices, and one swing justice on every court case. The death of Justice Scalia, a conservatist, had changed the balance in favor of the liberal wing. The best the conservatives justices could get in most cases was four-four tie if they could attract the swing vote (Gorsuch). The confirmation of Gorsuch restores the balance. Therefore, the answer to the legal cases will again depend on the swing vote, Justice Kennedy.
Judicial Philosophy
Gorsuch believes that originalism is the best approach to the constitution. For instance, the first amendment protects speech; he indicates that the amendment does not only apply to speech on newspapers or street corners but equally covers for speech on the internet. He applies this philosophy in the fourth amendment that require the government to have a warrant to search a home (Gorsuch). Whether the government uses the old-fashioned ways of  rummaging through a home or the more contemporary way of using thermal imaging to see the inside of a house, the warrant policy should apply. 
Through the originalism philosophy, Gorsuch claims that a good originalist judge would not falter to protect the conventional meaning of the constitution regardless of the contemporary political consequences. For instance, the sixth amendment insist on the jury rather than the judge deciding the facts that increase the penalty in a criminal case. However, Gorsuch cites instances where he had made originalist rulings with the so-called liberal results. Based on this philosophy, the original meaning of the constitution is fixed. However, new applications of that meaning may arise with new technologies and new developments.  For instance, in the Eighth Amendment of the Cruel and Unusual Punishment Clause, the term “cruel” would refer to execution methods designed to deliberately inflict pain (ABC News). While this meaning never changes, it does not cover particular forms of torture though at the founding by would also apply to deliberate efforts to cause slow and painful death by use of laser, a new technology.
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh
Judicial Philosophy
President Donald Trump nominated Justice Kavanaugh to replace the retiring Justice Kennedy, who had been the swing vote of the SCOTUS for more than a decade.  Justice Kavanaugh operates under the philosophy of originalism similar to Gorsuch. During his nomination speech, he indicated that a judge must be autonomous and interpret the law rather than synthesize it. According to him, the interpretation of the law should be backed by precedence, tradition, and history. His nomination appears to trouble many people as they believe he would support the president to be above the law. While they believe he would rule against meaningful gun control, much less is known about his approach to criminal justice. He has served on the Court of Appeals for the D.C Circuit reviewing administrative policies rather than matters of criminal justice (Raghavan).  However, there is no indication that he would fall on the left of Kennedy on CRJ issues.
Fitness to handle CRJ Issues
Justice Kavanaugh has limited view of the constitutional amendments, for instance the fourth amendment regarding the protection against illegal searches. In the case of U.S v. Jones, he ruled against the majority vote of the D.C’s Circuit citing that the warrantless use of the GPS by the government to track defendant’s movements equaled illegal search. He argued that the defendant had no logical expectation of privacy while in public and therefore tracking the care was legal as per the principle of originalism. It is clear that the Kavanaugh did not see the privacy concern raised by the installation of the GPS in the defendant’s car. In another case, the U.S. v. Askew, he dissented from the majority ruling that a defendant’s fourth amendment rights had been violated when the police unzipped and removed his coat in a stop-and frisk search but found nothing suspicious. In spite of the fact that the majority explained that there was no precedence to justify the action, Kavanaugh argued that the officers were within the law to unzip and open the defendant jacket to ensure police safety (Raghavan). Such rulings raise the concern that he may not fit in into the court in deciding CRJ issues.
Possibility of another Judge Retiring and Implications
There is the possibility of another Justice retiring in the near future, Ruth Bader Ginsburg who occupies the left wing. She had been fighting health problems for a while now; last year, she fell and broke three ribs and was later diagnosed with lung cancer. In January, she missed court proceedings for the first time in her career and there is no guarantee of her return. Her retirement would bring an imbalance to the court votes to  the disadvantage of the left wing. Currently, the president is a Republican and would nominate a conservatist to fill in the position of Ruth Bader. The vote would change from being a four-four to a five-three in favor of the right wing (Toobin et al.). Therefore, the conservatist majority would dominate decisions regarding matters.
Recent Issues Influencing the Criminal Justice System
There are various issues presented before the court that could influence the Criminal Justice System and Laws. There are calls to increase the use of special prosecutors in cases involving police misconduct. This arose from the failure of the jury to indict Officer Darren Wilson for his role in Brown’s death. There is now a requirement for an independent outside prosecutor to address conflict of interests in the local officers. It has also emerged that judges experience extreme political pressure, especially when they are appointed rather than elected. Elected judges are more bold and firm in controversial decisions regarding death penalty; they do not want to appear soft in crime thereby using the penalty on CRJ issues that suits this sentence. However, the appointed judges present their rulings based on the expectations of their appointers thereby lacking the credibility to decide logically. Electing the judges is thus an issue that has been in discussion to foster judicial independence as part of the changes to the Criminal Justice System.
Bill of Rights and Amendments Relevant to the Criminal Justice System
The Bill of Rights is a vital component of the U.S. Constitution  that protects the basic rights of the citizens. Various amendments to this bill are applicable to the Criminal Justice System. These include the fourth, fifth, sixth, eighth, and fourteenth amendments and ensure fair treatment of criminal suspects. The Fourth Amendment protect people from unwarranted searches and seizures. The Fifth Amendment requires that due process be followed in prosecuting and punishing a defendant. Due process is the legal right of person through being served with a notice and having the right to be heard and defend him/herself. The Sixth Amendment gives an individual the right to trial by a jury, be notified of the charges, have legal representation, and face the prosecution witnesses. The Eighth Amendment protects a person from excessive bail or punishment that is cruel or unusual. The Fourteenth Amendment protects an individual legal rights when accused of crimes (Grabel). It requires due process to be followed in prosecuting him/her. It is imperative for the justices and Judges to adhere to these amendments in making decisions regarding criminal justice issues.
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